Q’l275 Sagmaw Avenue
. Vermjllmn, Sonth Dakota 57069—6803

- December? 2007 _'
" Steven M. leer Secretary

. Department of Envxronment and Nawral Resources '
_ State of South Dakota - . .

- 523 East Capito]

'_ Pierre, South Dakota /57501

\RE.C. Hypennchfmery, Enm:gy Plan_t and Connechng Plpelmes oo i e

]_)ear Secretary Pirner:

. . First, although this letter speaks indirectly oh~_b¢_ha]f of many, my direct standing
- - is'based in the fact that my farm and home is close to the periphery of the propased
""" Hyperionrefinery and-energy plant, and will also be-affected by the routing of connecting
" pipelines, land drairiage and highways. My- family and many others like us will not lose.
- our homes direetly dué to this project, but our homes and businesses will fall within the
- . pollution shadow of it; our quality of life, our. health and our property values are affected
- dirzetly. At the core of the matter is the; fact that our entire region is threatened with
- comversion fmm a prcducttve agrlculmral aicato a dzrty, 19‘“‘l and 20™ cemiury industnal

. zome,

¥ select theér ﬁhraééi carefilly-in order to- emphamze that a great many solid
,South Dakota citizens and small businesses are affected d1rectly by the permitting process

) that is bemg overseen by your Dcpartment. '

Typlcally, prmmttmg bccomw a Iargely pnvate matter between your Department

| _and thc per:mttee save for the invisible business of legal publication and _public hearmg
* i TESpoxisE 0 & comp]‘eted diaft™In i case @5 laige as Hypetios, T suggest a different -

. approach. My neighbors, oy famiily, and all of those thonsands of South Dakota citizens

h whose lives will be overturned by this vast project can play a positive role if allowed to -
~.do so._ For that to hiappen, however, your Department must commit itself to provzdmg us
: arole equal to-that of Hyperion’s h1red and ] numerous mpresentatwes Thxs unique case -

requ.trcs umque process.

We a are aware that Hypcrwn s representatwes are, alrcady workmg with your

- agency, and what we reqirest is day-to-day access to the substantive. aptent of those
_“informal dehberatrons I request: thai your staff keep alog in which it facords the content
of all discussions with Hyperion’s representatives, and that this log i beli ailable to all
affected citizens. I also request that your staff leave Pierre on a regul AP basis, drive to

o Umon County, a.nd provadc pubhc bneﬁngs onthe staxus of the pcrml g process. It




Wzll nnt satxsﬁr your constltucnts if you work up a draﬁ permit in pnvate and then
~_'suddenly announce some quick and dirty public hearing; that is no process at all. The
. - péople affected by this project are infortied and sophisticated. ‘They understand that “he
.- who confrols the piannmg progess controls the outcome.” They want to be part of the

planmng prucws from the begmmng.

7 In addltmn these mtxzens, my. fa:mly mcluded, have spent good money 1o hlre

chertucal engineers and other experts whe have iristructed them on the practical inner

workmgs of oil refineties, as well as the effects on thc health and property values of those

"~ who resnde and work in the wcmlty of refineries. We are doing our job as citizens and ‘
N msmt on mvo{vemcnt in: pexmlttmg from the outset and thmughOut ,

o '. ' Secrctary leer I: f’eel ‘certain that you are sympatheuc with this request and the
-~ Xegsons for it but.putting it into practical effect will require a change in the normal . . - i
. method of doing. business. That said, what is wrong with some innovation when it serves _ '
© thei mterest of transparency in govemment, service to citizens, and an assurance that
po!Iutton of each-and every sort wﬂl be heid to the absoiute minimuth a.mount feamble‘?

Ail of us here w:li lmk forward to- your respOnsa .-

SR Smcerely- -

J ohn H. Dav1dson '
Coplesto o

M:chaal Rounds, Governor .
" State of South Dakota

“Mr, Robbie Roberts R
-Director, EPA Region8 -~ . - .o - o ' _ .
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